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Good morning, 
 
Dear President 
Dear representatives, distinguished colleagues and guests. 
 
On behalf of FDI World Dental Federation, it is my pleasure to attend the 18th 
International Dental Congress of the Turkish Dental Association. It is indeed a privilege 
to celebrate with you the 18th anniversary of this truly international academic event.  
 
FDI is a member federation of almost 200 national dental associations and oral health 
specialist groups, altogether, representing more than one million dentists worldwide. Our 
vision of "leading the world to optimal oral health" - is ambitious. Working closely with 
our members and supporting each other is vital to making the goodwill of our members a 
reality.  
 
FDI works in close collaboration with Turkish Dental Association, together serving as the 
worldwide, unified voice for oral health; promoting oral health globally; and delivering 
excellence in continuing professional education and access to care to communities 
worldwide.  
 
We have representatives of Turkish Dental Association actively contributing and 
participating as members of the FDI Council and FDI Standing Committees. Our 
Regional Programme Director for Continuous Education in Europe is also a 
representative from the Turkish Dental Association.  
 
FDI and TDA are both working on a global scale, we both are concerned with the 
improvement of health and oral health and we are both keen to contribute to the 
wellbeing of each and every individual. Our actions can make a positive and sustainable 
difference to the health and well-being to a huge number of people. The programmes 
operating in Turkey are highly educational and practical, helping raising the importance 
of oral health.  
In 2008, we have jointly carried out a survey with an objective to identify the behavioural 
and social determinants and control indicators of oral health as well as to explore the 
relationship between oral health and systemic diseases such as diabetes, heart disease 
and arthrosclerosis. With only 30 dentists per 100,000 inhabitants, colleagues from 
Turkish Dental Association are doing their utmost best to improve the status of oral 
health in the country.  
 
On behalf of FDI, I wish to congratulate TDA for all efforts towards better oral health. I do 
look forward to even closer collaboration as I take over the Presidency in a couple of 
months time. I also wish to congratulate to President, Prof Yucel, the Organising 
Committee, volunteers and staff members, who have dedicated countless hours to 
planning this Congress.  
 
I wish you all a very successful meeting. 
 
FDI President – Elect, Dr. Orlando Monteiro da Silva 


